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By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

W
hen the ribbon was cut last week
to celebrate the changes at the
Chantilly Regional Library, it
marked the beginning of a new era

there. It was also the culmination of years of plan-
ning and work.

“I thank the staff for their patience, vision and
willingness to dream and come along for the ride,”
said Branch Manager
Daria Parnes at the
Wednesday, Feb. 29,
ceremony. “This hap-
pened because of all of
our efforts together.
It’s something that’s
taken many years, but
I think it was worth the
wait.”

Supervisor Michael R. Frey (R-Sully) said Fairfax
County “couldn’t possibly afford to pay for all the
things we’d like for our community. So we’re for-
tunate to live in a community that believes in self
help.”

The all-volunteer Friends of the Chantilly Re-
gional Library funded the recent renovations and,
said Frey, “What the Friends does for the library
is a wonderful example of what a partnership can
do.”

“When I took office in 1992, we were in the
middle of the worst recession we’d had up ’til that
point,” he continued. “We couldn’t open the
Chantilly Library because we couldn’t buy the
[book] collection. When we did, it was with the
help and support of the community.”

The building opened in 1993 and, said Frey,
“While the place was always warm and inviting,
it looks even better now — especially the smiles
on the faces of the people working here. Thank

you to the Friends
and staff for all you
do. Members of the
community are going
to love it.”

Sam Clay, director
of the county’s library
system, called
Chantilly’s library
beautiful and “an in-

credibly busy and important branch in our sys-
tem. This is more than a miracle and took so much
time and effort. We could not exist without the
help of the Friends throughout our community;

Cutting the ribbon on the Chantilly Regional Library renovations are (from left)
Sam Clay, Michael Frey, Daria Parnes and John Finneman.

Chantilly Library Turns a Page
Ribbon-cutting signals
start of new chapter.

“What the Friends does for the
library is a wonderful example
of what a partnership can do.”

— Supervisor Michael R. Frey
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By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

T
here’s rejoicing at
Westfield High. The
school’s thespians cap-

tured a state championship Satur-
day, March 3, at the VHSL One-
Act Play competition in
Charlottesville.

Their winning entry was
“Oleanna,” a drama by playwright
David Mamet. It took second at
Districts and Regionals, but roared
to the top for Westfield’s first-ever,
One-Act victory at states. Chantilly
High’s comedy, “Going to School,”
came in fourth.

“We were incredibly ecstatic,”
said “Oleanna” student director
Joey Biagini. “I don’t think any one
of us ever expected to win it. We

had modest expectations because
we were coming in as the second
seed from the Northern Region.”

The show had a cast of only two
— juniors Mitchell Buckley and
Madeleine Bloxam — and, in
honor of their talents, they each
received “Outstanding Actor”
awards at states, recognizing them
as among the best actors in Vir-
ginia.

“Oleanna” is about a college pro-
fessor and a female student who
accuses him of sexual harassment.
The outcome of this case will af-
fect whether he gets tenure.
Bloxam plays Carol, the student,
who sees an ulterior motive to ev-
erything her teacher does. As the
professor, Buckley portrays the

Trophy Time
For Westfield
Thespians win VHSL One-Act
Play State Championship.

From left are Mitchell Buckley, Joey Biagini and
Madeleine Bloxam.
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FUN FOR ALL AGES!

call 703.817.1051 or visit www.claycafechantilly.com
13894 Metrotech Dr. • Chantilly (Just to the left of Petsmart)

Throw a great birthday party for your little one!
We put the ART in Party!

• FUN  • AFFORDABLE • EASY  • SPACIOUS Fairways Income Tax
Service, Inc.

(703) 860-0034
3738 Mill Pond Court

Fairfax, VA 22033

www.fairwaystax.com
jeff@fairwaystax.com

Jeff Holtmeier,
President & Enrolled Agent
33 Years IRS Experience

PHILOSOPHY…
“Customer relationships are built on mutual respect…

I work hard to earn that respect. It means listening
closely to you and focusing clearly on your needs.”

Spencer Marker is a name that nine out of ten
Centreville residents already know and respect.
After 27 years of experience and the right philosophy,
he offers the highest level of service available.

BUY OR SELL WITH ME—
USE THIS TRUCK FOR

FREE!
FREE!

DON’T SETTLE FOR LESS THAN THE BEST!

703-266-SALE • www.seln4u.com

We’re         .com!

Spencer

Long & Foster Realtors God Bless America.

Call Spencer Today…it will be the best move you ever make!

CERTIFIED
DISTRESSED
PROPERTY

EXPERT©

See Complete School Information & VIRTUAL TOUR at www.seln4u.com

Experience…the Difference!

VIRGINIA RUN
$724,900 This is no “cookie-cutter”
home! $500K in custom upgrades/
remodeling! Backs to Parkland! Open FR
& Chef’s kitchen create a dramatic sunlit
space. FR with extensive, custom built-ins
& FP. Wall of windows overlooking private
backyard. Granite, professional grade SS
appliances. 5 BR’s up including 2 MBR’s.

BROAD RUN OAKS
$454,900 Gorgeous home w/5 BRs on
upper lvl incl the spacious mstr suite
w/walk-in closet & full, lux. BA. Newly
finished bsmnt w/rec room, 2nd FP den &
full BA. 9' ceilings. Sunny FR w/FP flows
into the gourmet kit. Well-appointed LR,
DR & main lvl study. Fenced backyard
w/playset. Established community close
to schools, shopping, recreation and VA
Oaks Golf course.

LORTON
$699,900 Sunlit home loaded w/upgrades &
custom touches! Backs to trees & adjoins
common area. 10' ceilings on main lvl & 9'
on upper. LR flows into the DR w/bay
window. FR w/FP & mn lvl study. Gourmet
kit w/granite & 42" cabinets. 5 large BR’s
incl. the lavish master suite w/sitting room
& lux. MBA. Custom fin. bsmnt/In-law suite
w/hickory/ maple floor, kitchenette, 5th BR,
Den & full BA. 2 miles from Ft. Belvoir.

HUNT CHASE
$1,215,000 Elegance abounds in this breath-
taking home sited on 5 private wooded acres.
Privacy with every convenience only minutes
away. 3 sides brick. 3-car side-load garage.
Moldings & decorative columns throughout.
Mn lvl library. Soaring 2-story great room
w/brick FP. Dramatic open upper hall. Fin
bsmnt w/full BA, 5th BR, & rec rm. Rear deck
& Much more! Sought-after school pyramid.

VIRGINIA RUN
$699,900 Wow, what a lot! Backs to acres of
park-land! Enjoy the trees & wildlife from
the deck & patio. Beautiful brick front home
with huge gourmet kitchen. FR w/brick FP.
Fabulous sun room w/high vaulted ceiling.
Spacious master suite w/sitting room and
luxury MBA w/jetted tub. Main lvl study.
Gleaming hardwood floors. Finished walk-
out basement & much more!

BROADLANDS
$684,900 Stately, elegant 3-level
Colonial with almost 5,000 s.f. of living
space. Backs to tree conservation area!
2-Car garage. Soaring 2 story FR w/FP.
HUGE Master suite w/sitting room &
2nd FP. Finished basement. Seconds to
Elem. School.

COUNTRY CLUB MANOR
$399,900 5 BR, garage single family
home on almost 1/3 acre in great
condition. Hard-wood floors. Finished
basement w/5th BR, den & full BA.
Established commu-nity. Great commuter
location. Close to schools, shopping and
recreation. Tons of updates to include
bathrooms, roof, kitchen & much more!

News
Listening to
their president
John Finneman
(at far right)
speak during
the Feb. 29
ceremony are
Chantilly
Friends and
board members
(from left) Elise
Serrano, Dave
Price,
Rosannah
Moser, Nora
Britch, Lois
Price, Bonnie
Dinkin and
Barbara
Levermann.

From Page 1

Chantilly Library Turns a Page
thank you all.”
Chantilly Friends President John Finneman said

the $163,000 his group raised for the renewal project
was from three years of book sales — some 210,000
donated books total that the volunteers sorted and
sold. “I’m ecstatic about the way it looks in here,”
he told Parnes and her staff. “You’ve done a great
job.”

HELPING WITH the library’s used-book sales is
also one of the projects of the GFWC Western Fairfax
County Woman’s Club. It’s based in Greenbriar, and
current president, Barbara Levermann, along with
members Lois Price, Rosannah Moser and Nora
Britch, are also members of the Chantilly Friends.
And all of them were among the nearly 50 people at
last week’s ceremony.

“About 30 of the Woman’s Club members partici-
pated in the book sales last year and contributed
about 1,600 volunteer hours,” said Levermann. As
for the library renovations, she said, “I think they’re
fantastic and worth every penny. The children’s area
is such an improvement, and I think all the families
will appreciate it.”

“We’d thought for years that the magazine area in
the back left corner would be better for children
because it’s more contained and has more room,”
said Steve Okrend, the library’s youth services man-
ager. “Before, it was close to the front door, so it was
also a safety issue.”

The new children’s area was reconfigured to maxi-
mize space and make it more child- and family-
friendly to accommodate strollers. The lighting was
improved and the walls were painted a lighter color.

“Here, we have walls for things like posters and

bulletin boards,” said Okrend. “We also bought new
children’s furniture and have more on order. We
wanted families to stay and read with their children,
and they are — and it warms our hearts to see the
room used to this extent.”

On a recent Thursday, Franklin Farm’s Lorraine
Colavito was reading there with her 2 ands a half-
year-old granddaughter, Anna Showalter, of
Centreville’s Sully Station II community. Pleased with
the changes, Colavito said, “The way the tables are
angled, Anna can look at her books easily, and the
chairs are the perfect height for children.”

Okrend said this area’s “usually packed, especially
on weekends. Families come for the children’s room
and for children’s stories and early literacy programs.
We also have book-discussion groups for different
ages and, twice a month on Fridays, the meeting room
is open to teens — overseen by staff — for board
games and Wii.”

“We also promote our summer-reading program,
in person, in the elementary schools before school
ends,” said Parnes. “It puts a face on the staff mem-
bers for the children. This is our community and we’re
excited about our services.”

She said the library’s graphic novels and teen books
are so popular that library staff is now considering
where to establish an area there for teenagers. “I’m
also trying to work more closely with Chantilly High,”
said Parnes. “I want this to be a welcoming place for
people of all ages.”

The library is also trying to fill the need for com-
puters for people lacking them at home. “The need is
greater than people realize, so we’re having a dia-
logue with the local schools on how we can help one
another,” said Parnes. “This library reflects our com-
munity, and we want to make it the best place for
them to come.”
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